
The Storyline 
of the Bible

Teaching the individual events (or 
stories) of the Bible is WONDERFUL.
Helping kids see how the stories all fit 
together into one overarching storyline 
is even better! 

I like to say that the stories of Scripture 
are like individual pieces of a puzzle. The 
storyline (sometimes called the 
metanarrative) is the box top of what the 
entire puzzle looks like. Just like the 
picture on the puzzle’s box top helps to 
clarify the placement and purpose of 
each individual puzzle piece, so does the 
storyline of Scripture help give context 
and clarity to the meaning and purpose 
behind each story in the Bible. 

When teaching the individual stories, 
help kids/teens see where the stories fit 
into the metanarrative of Scripture.
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The Storyline (Metanarrative) of the Bible

1. Creation (Genesis 1-2)
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. He created 
the sun, moon, stars, planets, plants, animals, man and woman. Adam 
and Eve walked with God in unbroken fellowship.

2. The Fall (Genesis 3)
Man disobeyed God, and sin entered the world. God told Adam he could 
freely eat the fruit of any tree in the Garden of Eden except the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
Eve was deceived by Satan. She ate of the fruit and gave some to her 
husband, Adam. Immediately, they felt ashamed. They hid their bodies 
from one another and tried to hide from God. Sin brings separation.
God pronounced a curse on the serpent and on the earth. He gave 
consequences to both Adam and Eve. At the same time, He proclaimed 
a Redeemer would be born of a woman to crush Satan’s head. (Genesis 
3:15)

3. Redemption (Genesis-The Epistles)
God chose a nation through whom He would bring the Redeemer. He 
chose Israel. God did not choose Israel because they were greater than 
other nations. As a matter of fact, all throughout the Old Testament, we 
see that they were disobedient, stubborn, and stiff-necked. (Before we 
get too down on Israel, It’s good to remember, we would have been the 
same way!)
Throughout the Old Testament, God sent prophets who spoke from God 
to the people. These prophets also gave prophecies, so we’d know the 
identity of the Redeemer when He arrived. 
In Galatians 4:4, we see that “in the fullness of time,” God sent Jesus, 
born of a woman, to redeem us from the law and to adopt us as 
children of God. God is Sovereign. He knew the right time for Jesus, His 
Son, to arrive to redeem us. Jesus lived a sinless life; He died the death 
we deserved. He rose again, conquering sin and death!  Hallelujah!

4. Restoration (Prophetic Passages such as Revelation)
We can look around and see that things in the world are upside-down.   
Evil is called “good” and celebrated. Good is called “evil” and rejected.    
God promises that one day, He will turn everything that’s upside-down 
right-side up. He will restore and make things whole again, like they     
were in the Garden before sin. He will create a new heaven and a new 
earth. Jesus will reign as King. God always keeps His promises, so let’s    
look forward to that day when God will make all things new.

Did you know that every “story” in the Bible fits into the metanarrative of the Bible? 
When you understand where the stories fit, the Bible begins to be easier to understand!
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heavens and 
earth. He said 
they were good. 
Man walked with 
God.

Man disobeyed 
God. Sin entered 
the world. Sin 
brought death 
and separation.
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